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6 Small Kitchen Trends Designers Say Will Be
Everywhere in 2026 Decorative Cabinet Inserts

Tiny space, tons of style.

By Hannah Baker Published on February 23, 2026

Annie Kantor, founder and director of design for Modern Metal, says that
cabinet inserts (decorative panels you can use instead of glass) are
trending for 2026.

"They work incredibly well for compact kitchens because they allow you
to introduce new, compelling, and even personalized design to your
space, without expanding your actual cabinet footprint,” she says. "It's
about leaning into what you do have to work with, and making those
elements impactful design moments. It's also a popular choice for

flotte Photography, Metal Inserts by Modern Metal, Design by J. Banks Design

homeowners seeking a design update, without the commitment of an
entire renovation—a trend you'll come across anytime there's economic
uncertainty in the air."



